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"If possible leave immediately for Port Said. Wish
send thee India for service. Cable Yazdi. Abbas."

3. Story of the French Ambassador and the Turkish

Minister of Foreign Affairs about Christ's

Resurrection

Between 6 and 7 the Beloved came to our house and
stayed for more than an hour. He spoke of the enmity
of the ignorant people in every age and cycle for the
manifestations of God. This enmity comes through the
accumulation of dogmas and traditions and from blindly
following the religious leaders.

Some people, he told us, are like unto the spiders. The
more you tear to pieces their cobwebs of imaginations and
imitations, the greater will become their zeal to spin again.
Once the French Ambassador at the Sublime Porte
satirically asked Foad Pasha, the Minister of Foreign
Affairs: "How did Mohammed ascend to heaven accord-
ing to your trustworthy tradition?" Foad Pasha, realiz-
ing the scoffing tone of the Ambassador, cheerfully
volunteered the answer by saying: "With the same ladder
that your Lord Christ ascended to heaven after his resur-
rection." His Excellency could not say anything. This
able answer seemed to silence him, and put him "hors de
combat."

Then Abdul Baha related several stories of the time of
Baha-UHah when he was in Bagdad. These stories en-
tirely lose their beauty and charm if translated into Eng-
lish, because they are in accord only with the Oriental
conception, and parts of them are masterful plays on
words and their various shades of meanings, which can
be enjoyed solely by the Persians. The Master knowing
so well their nature, from time to time, supplies the de-
mand and thus makes them more attracted to the Cause